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CLINICAL CASE LETTERS

Thiamine deficiency has been identified as a cause of
reversible acute PAH attributed to block in glycolysis resulting in
ventricular dysfunction and lactic acidosis [1-3,6].  In a relevant
geographical and cultural setting, it should be considered in all
previously normal babies presenting with acute respiratory
distress, tachycardia, and hepatomegaly. Whole blood thiamine
estimation is not easily available and may not represent the body
thiamine status [4]. So, empirical administration of thiamine is
recommended in these infants.  Resolution of PAH on thiamine
administration is considered as diagnostic. The clinical
presentation of this condition is acute, and in untreated cases,
fatality is high.  Moreover, untreated long-term deficiency can
cause intellectual and motor disabilities [4]. For timely diagnosis
and treatment, a high index of suspicion among pediatricians is
essential. Primary prevention through health education and social
reforms is also needs to be addressed.

Acknowledgement: Dr Deepa S Kumar, Assistant professor
Cardiology, Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences
and Technology (SCTIMST), Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala for
her valuable inputs in patient management.
Contributors: TGS,VTA,TVR:  establishing clinical diagnosis,
planning investigations, management; KM: cardiac evaluation;
TGS: prepared the initial manuscript; TVR, VTA, KM: helped in
refining it.  All authors approved the final manuscript. TGS will
act as guarantor for this paper.
Funding: None; Competing interests: None stated.

THEKKILE GANGADHARAN SINDHU,1* THALIYIL VEETTIL
RAJESH,1 VELLANI THAMUNNI AJITHKUMAR,1

KADER MUNEER2

From Departments of 1Pediatrics, 2Cardiology,
Government Medical College, Kozhikode, Kerala.

*tgsind@gmail.com
REFERENCES

1. Sastry UMK, Jayranganath M, Kumar RK, et al. Thiamine-
responsive acute severe pulmonary hypertension in
exclusively breastfeeding infants: A prospective observational
study. Arch Dis Child. 2021;106:241-46.

2. Panigrahy N, Chirla DK, Shetty R, et al. Thiamine-responsive
acute pulmonary hypertension of early infancy (TRAPHEI)-
A case series and clinical review. Children (Basel).
2020;7:199.

3. Bhat JI, Rather HA, Ahangar AA, et al. Shoshin beriberi-
thiamine responsive pulmonary hypertension in exclusively
breastfed infants: A study from northern India. Indian Heart J.
2017;69:24-27.

4. Nazir M, Lone R, Charoo BA. Infantile thiamine deficiency:
New insights into an old disease. Indian Pediatr. 2019;56:673-
81. 

5. Smith TJ, Hess SY. Infantile thiamine deficiency in South and
Southeast Asia: An age-old problem needing new solutions.
Nutr Bull. 2021;46:12-25.

6. Park JH, Lee JH, Jeong JO, et al. Thiamine deficiency as a rare
cause of reversible severe pulmonary hypertension. Int J
Cardiol. 2007;121:e1-3.

Applications are invited for the post of Executive Director
The INCLEN Trust International, New Delhi

INCLEN is looking for Executive Director based in Delhi (India) to deliver research, academic and
administrative leadership to the Organization. ED is the head of the management team and also
exclusively responsible to the Board of Trustees.

The INCLEN Trust International (INCLEN) is an international ‘not-for profit’ health research and capacity
building organisation based at New Delhi (India) (inclentrust.org). INCLEN network is organized into
seven regional networks (CLENs). Global headquarters of INCLEN shifted to India in 2005. INCLEN is
supported by research grants from national governments, multilateral and bilateral donor agencies.

Eligibility and qualifications

• MD or PhD or equivalent degree in biomedical sciences, and must have established her/himself as a
researcher with minimum 15 years’ of research experience

• The maximum age limit is 55 years as on the date of application

[Detailed text of advertisement at www.inclentrust.org]

How to apply

• The interested applicants are required to email their application with a detailed CV highlighting the
research activities, publications, administrative experience along with letters from three referees to
inclen-ed@inclentrust.org

• Last date for application is October 31, 2022
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