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(UNEP), UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and UN Human
Rights (OHCHR) subsequently jointly launched the
Principles and Policy Guidance on Children’s Rights to a
Safe, Clean, Healthy and Sustainable Environment in the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Region
[3].

STEP UP OUR ADVOCACY FOR MITIGATING AIR
POLLUTION

The issues associated with air pollution are far too deep
and all encompassing to be dealt with in one stretch. There
are many more aspects to it than we can enumerate here.
Our primary focus should be on fostering a healthy home
and school environment, as these are two places where
children spent most of their time. The following are some
of the simple measures that we can actively promote in
schools to negotiate air pollution and its adverse impact on
children:

• Scheduling outdoor activities at school during a time
of the day when air pollution and sun exposure are the
lowest.

• Prohibiting the entry of vehicles including school
buses inside the school campus, which minimizes the
exposure to diesel and petrol exhaust fumes.

• Prohibiting the use of polluting fuels inside homes and
schools for cooking.

• Planting maximum trees around school grounds to
create shade and prevent ultraviolet ray exposure.

• Eliminating the use of tobacco both at home and in or

around schools.

• Schedule painting works, floor refinishing and
renovation during seasons when windows can be kept
open and when school is not in session.

• Forming a school health committee to ensure that class
rooms and premises are safe for children.

As the professional guardians of child health, let us all
work together to minimize children’s exposure to air
pollution. There is a lot that we can do, as individuals and
through our local IAP units, to make a real difference and
ensure a healthy upbringing for our children. As rightly
mandated by global bodies, access to a clean environment
is the right of every child and we have a bounden duty to
fulfill it.
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IAP RESEARCH GRANTS 2022

Under IAP Action Plan 2022, the Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) has initiated the following IAP Research Grants, to foster a
research environment amongst the undergraduate medical students, pediatric postgraduate students, young pediatric faculty, and private
practitioners. The awards will be granted every year for carrying out a research project related to child health. Applications are invited
from interested researchers for the following categories of grants:
1. Undergraduate Pediatric Research Grant: 10 grants of Rs. 10,000/each

(Who can apply: MBBS Students)
2. Postgraduate pediatric Research Grant: 4 grants of Rs. 25,000/each

(Who can apply: MD/DNB Pediatrics Students)
3. Young Researcher Grant: 4 grantsof  Rs. 25,000/each

(Who can apply: Young faculty/Residents/Tutors in Medical Colleges/Hospitals, within 5 years of completing postgraduation in
Pediatrics)

4. Practitioner Research Grant: 8 grants of Rs. 25,000/each
(Who can apply: Life members of IAP in office practice)

The facility for online submission of application form and other details of the grant scheme is available on ICP website (icpindia.org.in).
Last date of receiving project proposal with completed application form is 15 June, 2022.

NOTICE


